DEVOTION # 5
The PROTECTION of God

When in your life have you clearly seen God’s protection? Reflect and write about it briefly below.
What did God teach you about Himself through that experience?

When | was a freshman at Lancaster Bible College, | told the Lord, “I will go anywhere and do anything

for You. | would even give my life for you if you required it.” Of course, we never know if we will have

the courage to make good on those promises until we are in the moment. That moment, for me, came
just one year later.

| was on a missions trip in Kingston, Jamaica with a group of 11 other students from LBC. We were
holding a street meeting in a ghetto neighborhood filled with Rastafarians who were hostile to the
gospel and white people (can’t say | blame them, since Jamaicans used to be enslaved by the British).
While one of my friends was preaching the gospel at the street meeting, the missionary we were
working with grabbed me and asked me to join him in witnessing to a group of Rastafarian men who
were sitting on a concrete wall a block away. So we started sharing the gospel with these men, and in
the middle of my gospel presentation, one of the men took out his knife, held it to my chest, and said,
“Are you telling me that you would be willing to die right now and give up this life, which is certain, for
something beyond the grave that is uncertain?” | gulped hard, said a quick silent prayer, and then the
Holy Spirit gave me the strength to say, “Yes Sir. Because | am certain of the promises that Jesus makes
in His Word just as certain as | am of this life.” He then folded up his knife, put it in his pocket (I
simultaneously stopped holding my breath!), and allowed me to continue my gospel presentation.

Was God testing me to see if | would make good on my promise to give my life for Him if He required it?
Quite possibly, but maybe not as you are thinking. God doesn’t test us to see what we would do,
because He is all-knowing—He already knows what my response will be! When God tests us, He tests us
for two purposes:

1) To Inform Us: He gave ME the opportunity to see if my faith had substance or was empty
2) To Transform Us: He grew my faith and trust in Him in that moment

| came away from that encounter more certain that my life and death is in His hands. If God wanted my
time to be up in that moment, there was nothing | was going to do to prevent it. If God wanted me to
live beyond that moment, there is nothing that was going to come against me that would stand. |
learned that, because God is our PROTECTOR, we know that everything that touches us comes through
His hands first.

Yahweh Sabaoth, The LORD of Hosts

One of the greatest deliverances recorded in the Bible is when God delivered the Israelites from the
hand of the Philistines. Pick up your Bible and read about it in 1 Samuel 17 (the whole chapter). Write
down what you learn about God in this chapter in the space below.




Our God is Yahweh Sabaoth which is translated as “the LORD of hosts”, which refers to God being the
Commander-in-Chief of heaven’s armies. When you think of the name Yahweh Sabaoth, think of the
power, help, and deliverance of God. It was Yahweh Sabaoth that delivered Corrie ten Boom from the
Ravensbruck concentration camp, and it was Yahweh Sabaoth that delivered me from the knife of the
Rastafarian man in Jamaica. He is the one we need to run to in our impossible situations for help and
deliverance. He is the one who can defeat the giants in our lives.

In Matthew 26:53, when soldiers came to arrest Jesus and Peter cut off the ear of the servant of the
high priest, Jesus said, “Put your sword back in its place, for all who draw the sword will die by the
sword. Do you think | cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve
legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”
Jesus shows that He is indeed Yahweh Sabaoth who commands the armies of heaven, but He had to
accomplish OUR deliverance another way—not by brute force, but humble sacrifice. And just like
Yahweh Sabaoth delivered so many Old Testament figures through supernatural means, Jesus paid the
penalty for our sin and accomplished our deliverance!

What giants are you facing in your life today? Do you have impossible situations where you need
deliverance?

Jehovah Rapha, The LORD Who Heals

Now, just because God is our PROTECTOR does not mean that He will never allow harm to come to us.
God chose to rescue me from the knife of the Jamaican, but He has sovereignly allowed many other
believers to be martyred over many centuries. Who knows, maybe martyrdom is still in my future as
well. But | take comfort in another name of my God, which is Jehovah Rapha, which means “The LORD
who heals.” We see an example of this name of God in Exodus 15 after the Israelites passed through the
Red Sea. They hike into the desert, and the only water they can find to drink is bitter. Through Moses,
God performs a miracle and makes the water pure to drink. He then says,

“If you listen carefully to the Lord your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his
commands and keep all his decrees, | will not bring on you any of the diseases | brought on the
Egyptians, for | am the LORD, who heals you.” (Exodus 15:26)

What a comfort, knowing that our God is a healer! We certainly see how Jesus healed many people
during his 3-year ministry. And the truth is, every single follower of Jesus WILL experience our God’s
healing! By the time God calls us home, all of us have SOMETHING to be healed from: physical ailments,
emotional trauma, relationship pain, and our sinful flesh. But when we receive our glorified bodies in
Heaven, ALL of that will be gone and we will be healed! When God creates the new Heavens and the
new Earth, we will have access to the Tree of Life, whose leaves will be “for the healing of the nations”
(Revelation 22:2).



For those of us who are in Christ, we must view everything that touches us as coming from the hand of
God. Sometimes we will experience Yahweh Sabaoth’s supernatural protection, and other times He will
allow us to feel pain. But we can confident that we all WILL experience Jehovah Rapha’s healing,
whether in this life, or in the life to come.

Today’s Takeaway: Because God is our PROTECTOR, we know that everything that touches us comes
through His hands first.

Is there anything happening in your life right now, that if you were honest with God, you are angry,
disappointed, frustrated, or confused about, because you don’t understand why He has allowed
something to happen to you or a loved one? Take a moment and write it out here (because He already
knows your thoughts anyway):

Do you think that God might be using what you are going through to INFORM you about Him/Yourself,
or TRANSFORM vyou into the likeness of Christ?

Take a moment to pray to your PROTECTOR and your HEALER, and lay it has His feet.



