
  

DEVOTION # 4 

The PROVISION of God 

My wife (Sarah) and I are on the precipice of life change—we have six children, and we are sending our 
firstborn (Grace) off to college just a couple months from now.  I can remember when she was nine 
years old, I was reflecting one day and thought, “Wow.  Half of our time with Grace in our house is 
gone.”  Then I blinked, and here we are, nine years later, getting ready to launch her out into the world.  
While we are extremely proud of her, confident in her abilities to succeed, and we have raised her for 
this moment, none of that will negate the emotions we will feel on the day we send her off.  I’m sure all 
you parents who have gone through this before us can relate. 

While this will be an emotional rollercoaster for us, it will largely be a happy moment.  This is what is 
supposed to happen, and it is a GOOD thing.  But I know that sometimes God ordains for us to give up 
something that is hard to view as a blessing.  Has God ever asked you to loosen your grip on something 
or someone you dearly love?  Has He ever called you to a place of surrender, asking you to give up a 
certain dream, desire, possession or relationship?  Reflect on that and write a little bit about it below. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

As we have seen so far, God revealed Himself to different people through many different names.  In 
doing so, God shows Himself to be more than we could have ever imagined, having more facets than the 
most brilliant of diamonds. Abraham learned a lot about God through his many years of following Him, 
but of all the names of God revealed to Abraham, I believe there is one that probably stood out more 
than any other to him, because of the nature of the life circumstances surrounding it. 

Pick up your Bible, and Read Genesis 22:1-14, trying to put yourself in Abraham’s sandals.  Write down, 
in the space provided below, what you learn about God in this passage. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jehovah Jireh, The LORD Will Provide 

14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of 
the Lord it will be provided.” (Genesis 22:14) 

God asked Abraham to surrender his beloved son, Isaac.  The very same son who was promised to him, 
for whom he waited for so many years.  I’m sure this request was particularly devastating for Abraham 



because it challenged everything God had promised, and who could easily give up a son?!  I have three 
boys (along with three girls), and there is NO WAY I could give one of them up! 

It was on this dreadful day that Abraham discovered a new name for God, and oh, what a powerful 
name it was for Him, and what a powerful name it is for you!  Abraham discovered that day that God 
was Jehovah Jireh—The LORD will provide.  From this name we learn that God is the supplier of all our 
needs, but even more specifically, our greatest need: the payment of our sin debt that is owed to Him. 

This Old Testament story perfectly foreshadows the purpose for which Jesus came: to give His life as a 
ransom for many (Matthew 20:28).  To be the perfect lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
(John 1:29).  God does not cancel our sin debt, but incredibly, assumes it and pays for it Himself.  And 
not only does God meet our greatest need for salvation, but He also promises to meet all of our needs 
as long as we seek Him above all else (Matthew 6:25-34). As Abraham discovered, our God is truly 
Jehovah Jireh! 

How might your thoughts, feelings, or actions change as you become convinced that God will provide for 
you regardless of what you face in your own life? ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Yahweh Tsidkenu, The LORD Our Righteousness 

“And this is His name by which He will be called, The LORD our righteousness.” (Jeremiah 23:6) 

Often in God’s economy the greatest brokenness results in the most profound blessing.  Such was the 
case in the life of Jeremiah, known by many as “the weeping prophet”.  Jeremiah suffered much and was 
often God’s object lesson to the people of Israel helping them to comprehend the extreme nature of 
their offense against their holy, just, and righteous God. 

The verse above in Jeremiah 23:6 contains a new name of God, “Yahweh Tsidkenu” or “The LORD our 
righteousness”, and it specifically looks forward to the coming of Jesus.  Here is what Jeremiah wrote in 
context: 

“Behold, the days are coming…when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch; and He will reign as king 
and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will dwell securely; and this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The LORD our righteousness.’” 

Jeremiah gave this prophecy when the kingdom of Judah was near its fall, captivity, and ultimate exile to 
Babylon.  The beauty of this promise is that even amid the coming devastation of Judah, there was still 
hope, and God’s purpose and promise could never be defeated. The beautiful truth of this name of God 
is that in ourselves, we could never be righteous or enjoy a right standing before a holy and just God.  He 
gives us what we need and does for us what we can never do for ourselves.  The only reason we can be 
close to God, the only reason that we are God’s child instead of His enemy, is because Jesus became for 
us Yahweh Tsidkenu. 

Turn to 2 Corinthians 5:21 in your Bible and after reading the verse, write it in your own words: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



__________________________________________________________________________________ 

When our family first moved to Zambia nine years ago, we had lunch with some Muslim friends, and as 
we were talking about how the Lightner family celebrated Good Friday, this Muslim husband/father was 
very candid with me about why he does not believe that Jesus died on the cross. He asked me, “Why 
would God crucify His son, the one He loves?”  He then proceeded to tell me how he believes that God 
took Jesus up to Heaven to live with Him right before the crucifixion, and instead, He took Judas Iscariot 
and made his face look like Jesus, so that it was Judas who was crucified, not Jesus.  I believe I was then 
prompted by the Holy Spirit to respond to my Muslim friend, “I don’t understand it either, why God 
would allow His loved Son to suffer so.  But I believe He may have sacrificed His loved Son so that He 
could make MANY others His children.”  Later, that made me think of the song “How Deep the Father’s 
Love for Us” when it says, 

How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 

Jesus was the substitute lamb who died to pay the debt for your sin that you could not pay, so that you 
could have the righteousness required to be accepted by a Holy God.  If this is the first time you are 
hearing that message, and you have questions about it, please don’t leave Camp this week without 
talking to a Family Legacy staff member, who would love to answer your questions about what it means 
to put your faith in Jesus Christ.  It is the most important decision you will ever make! 

Today’s Takeaway: Because God is our PROVIDER, we can rest knowing that our greatest needs are 
taken care of. 

Spend some time in prayer, thanking the Lord for being “Jehovah Jireh” and “Yahweh Tsidkenu”, your 
provider and your righteousness.  


