DEVOTION # 2
The POWER of God

Game: Ok, let’s play a game for a minute—quite literally, a minute. Set a timer for 60 seconds using
your phone, smart watch, or other alarm that you have. When you start the timer, use those 60 seconds
to create a list of all the things that you CAN'T do. Just write whatever comes to your mind, whether
they are silly or serious. Don’t over analyze—just write down as many things as you can in the space
below. Ready? Go!

I love to go hiking and backpacking, largely because it is a very worshipful experience for me. When | am
out in nature, | am drawn to the power and infinite mind of our Creator. Nothing highlights how small,
insignificant, and limited | am in comparison to God like staring up at a huge mountain | need to climb,
gazing out upon the beauty of the land once | am on top of that mountain, or staring at a sky filled with
stars that are many billions of miles away. Creation, even though it is currently under the curse of sin,
has a way of revealing the power, majesty, and eternality of God.

Pick up your Bible and read Genesis 1:1-31. As you read this chapter, write down a few specific things
that you learn about God through the story of creation in the space below.

Elohim, Mighty God

“In the beginning, GOD created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

Before time, there was only eternity, with no beginning and no end. Before time existed, before
anything existed, God was self-existent and uncreated. We can say such things about God only because
He has told us—He has revealed Himself to us. In the Bible, His Word, the very first sentence reads “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” If we believe it, this one sentence settles many
questions in life:

1. Yes, thereis a God.
2. Yes, He has made Himself known.
3. Yes, Heis the designer behind everything we see and experience.

The Word for “God” in Genesis 1:1 is the first name God chooses to reveal Himself to us. The Hebrew
word for “God” is “Elohim” and refers to the one true God. The root “EI” means “mighty one, strength”.
The name “Elohim” is actually the plural form of “El”, so by calling Himself “Elohim”, God is revealing to
us that He is a mighty God who is plural (an early indication of the Trinity, that He is Father, Son, and
Spirit!). Wow, we have learned so much about God already, even with the Bible’s first sentence!!



This name “Elohim” is used 35 times in the first two chapters of Genesis in connection with His power in
creation. All of heaven must have watched in wonder as the Triune God—Elohim, the Father, Son, and
Spirit—in perfect harmony wove a beautiful creation. All three persons of the Trinity were intimately
involved in creation. God spoke, and light came into existence. God spoke again and made the heavens.
He painted the sky without moving a hand. The power of His voice was enough to fling stars into galaxy
upon galaxy with myriads of planets in perfect orbit according to His design. He spoke again and again,
creating all that was in His mind to create. What a brilliant display of “Elohim’s” might and strength!

Why is knowing that God exists and that He is the author of creation important to you?

How does knowing that God is “mighty” make a difference in your life?

El Olam, Everlasting God

As we skip forward 20 chapters in Genesis, we encounter another name for God that gives us a different
perspective of His majesty. Abraham, God’s friend, had walked with God for many years. He
experienced the faithfulness of God as he saw the birth of his son, Isaac. After making a treaty with
Abimelech, he planted a tamarisk tree and called on the Lord with a new name, “El Olam—Everlasting
God.”

“Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there he called on the name of the LORD, the
Everlasting God.” (Genesis 21:33)

The Hebrew word “olam” means “everlasting” and includes the immutability, the unchangeableness of
God. When you think of E/ Olam, think of the stability of God that endures forever. Everything else may
change, but God never changes. Oh, what a comfort this must have been to Abraham! To know God
never changes is to have rock-solid security amid ever-changing circumstances and relationships. There
is one relationship you can always count on—your friendship with God.

Imagine if God was NOT “El Olam”, but instead, He changed frequently. Imagine if tomorrow He
chooses not to hear your prayers because He doesn’t feel like it. Imagine that His promise to provide for
you is with you today, but you don’t know if you can count on Him tomorrow. Imagine if His love for
you was not constant but fickle—dependent upon how well you perform any given day. This is what we
humans are like, but our “El Olam” is not—He is eternal, He does not change!

Here are just a few things we can learn about the eternal nature of “El Olam” from God’s Word:

e He protection is FOREVER (Deut. 33:27)

e His existence is FOREVER (Psalm 90:2)

e His love is FOREVER (Psalm 106:1)

e His faithfulness is FOREVER (Psalm 117:2)

e His name and fame are FOREVER (Psalm 135:13)

e His power, alertness, and wisdom are FOREVER (Isaiah 40:28)



Abraham planted a tamarisk tree and then called on E/ Olam. Commemorating who God is with a
physical act such as planting a tree was, for Abraham, an act of worship and remembrance of his Great
God. The tamarisk tree possesses rich, green foliage and provides constant, welcome shade from the
heat of the sun. Abraham recognized the constancy and reliability of his God—E/ Olam. Abraham had
just made a covenant with an earthly king, but he recognized he had much greater promises from his
eternal God.

Look at the bulleted list above, attributes about God that do not change. Which eternal attribute of God
are you most grateful for today, and why?

Ok, personal conviction time. In spite of God being all-powerful, eternal and unchanging, how have you
been tempted, in recent days, to doubt or limit God?

Today’s Takeaway: Because God is POWERFUL, we should never limit or doubt Him.

Take a moment and pray to this powerful God. Worship Him for how big, mighty, powerful, awesome,
majestic, and eternal that He is! And confess any instances God brings to your mind where you have
limited or doubted Him.



