DEVOTION # 1

What Is in a Name?

More Than Just One Thing

If you were to describe yourself to a stranger in just one word, what would that one word be? Imagine
you were creating a profile on a new dating website (non-single people, just follow me here for a
second), but that website only allowed you to use ONE word to describe yourself to others. What would
be the best SINGLE word to describe you? Think about it, and write down that one word here:

Was that a hard assignment? It should have been extremely difficult. If you did come up with one word,
you probably settled on something, knowing that in no way was it a complete description of who you
are. Because no human on the planet can be described as just one thing. One of the biggest mistakes
we make in our relationships with others is that we tend to label each other as ONE THING. We might
refer to a person on the opposite side of the political aisle as a “liberal” or “conservative”. We might call
a co-worker a “liar”. We label the athletically talented as a “jock”. We reference the old man down the
street as “the grouch”.

The truth is, none of us are just ONE THING. We are much more complicated and beautiful than that.
While the label “conservative” might be true of me, | am also “Child of the King of kings, Father,
Husband, Friend, Educated, Impatient Driver”, and a host of other monikers. If you didn’t know my wife
and | was trying to describe her to you, no one-word description of her would be sufficient. She, like
everyone else, is much more complicated, multi-faceted, and beautiful than what one word could
describe.

Likewise, but infinitely more so, the God of this universe is indescribable by one word or one name. We
need many descriptions and names of God to just scratch the surface of who He is. And thankfully,
God’s Word reveals a lot about who He is! Below, write down any names of God that you already know,
and what those names mean if you can remember (and if you don’t know any, that is ok! You’ll be
learning some this week!).

No matter how many names of God that you know, | think most of us have a limited view of God. We
latch on to one or two names/attributes of God that are meaningful to us, but remain largely ignorant
about the fullness of His glory and majesty. Learning to know God is a life-long process, and getting to
know Him extends well beyond this life. | believe that those of us who are in Christ, who will get to
spend an eternity with God in Heaven, will never even experience His fullness there because God is
inexhaustible. We will ALWAYS be learning more about His character, His qualities, His attributes, and
His names for all eternity.

Knowing God More is the Most Important Thing We Can Do

From when | was a child, | was taught that every time | read the Bible, | am supposed to pull out
something that | can apply to my life. Something “practical” that | can live out, to make me more like



Jesus. Now, that certainly is a worthy goal. Jesus indeed wants me to apply the Word of God to my life,
so | look more and more like Him every day.

But this also made me frustrated in my Bible reading because there are many passages of Scripture
where it is very difficult to find an application. Have you found that to be true? Take the very familiar
passage of God leading the nation of Israel through the Red Sea (Exodus 14) for example. After reading
this chapter, how do | apply it to my life? Am | supposed to believe that God will work miracles through
me the way He did through Moses? Does this mean that during rainy season in Zambia, | would be able
to take a stick and part the waters so | don’t have to get my shoes wet? Of course not! (I wish, though!)
Trying to pull an application out of every single passage of Scripture may even lead me to misinterpret
and misapply the passage. Some of the things we read about in Scripture are not meant to be applied
but believed.

About ten years ago, | read Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer. In that book, Tozer said, “What comes
into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” That single thought
revolutionized the way | read the Bible! Now, instead of always trying to find an application in every
text, | ask myself the question, “What do | learn about God in this passage?” God has chosen to reveal
Himself to humankind primarily through two sources: the written Word (the Bible) and the Living Word
(Jesus). And what we know of Jesus is recorded in the Bible, so that makes the Bible the primary way
that God has chosen to reveal Himself to humankind. So if revealing God is the Bible’s primary purpose,
then that is how we need to read it—with the intent to learn more about God every time we read it.

Show Me Your Glory!

Let’s look at our theme verse of Camp Life 2025. Here is the context of the passage: when the Day of
the Lord comes (preceding Christ’s second coming), those not in Christ will face everlasting destruction
and separation from God. But for those who are in Christ, the prophet Isaiah gives us the following
hope and promise:

In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in Him, and He saved us. This is the Lord,
we trusted in Him; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.” (Isaiah 25:9, NIV)

So, let’s practice our new way of reading the Bible as we look at this verse. What is something that you
learn about God from this verse? Write it here:

We are going to learn a lot about God this week by studying TEN of the names of God that are revealed
in His Word. We will learn of 1) His power, 2) His presence, 3) His provision, 4) His protection, and 5) His
purchase of us. My prayer is that, through this study, we will love Him more, fear Him more, and be
more in awe of Him. | pray that we will have the same request that Moses did when He asked
something completely preposterous of God—"Show me your glory” (Exodus 33:18). Because, as Tozer
said, what we believe about God is the most important thing about us. But know that we will only be
scratching the surface of who God is this week—getting to know Him is truly an eternal life-long journey,
one that | greatly look forward to!



Can | make a recommendation for you, something that we will practice in these daily devotions this
week? My recommendation is that when you go home and re-start your own daily Bible reading, center
your Bible reading around learning who God is. My challenge is this: keep a journal, and after your Bible
reading each day, write down at least ONE thing that you learn about God through each chapter that
you read. After months of reading, you’ll have quite an amazing list!

Take some time now and pray that God will reveal Himself to you this week in new ways.



